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FORWARD

This collection of Cree Stories has been prepared for students of the
Cree language in schools, and community -education programs, and for any
people who wish to read them for interest sake.

These stories have been told over the decades by the ‘Indian Elders: of
Moose Lake, Manltoba, and surroundlng areas and have prompted great 1nterest

among the people who have heard the storles.

We thank Dan Ehman, a Cree scholar and teacher at Moose Lake, for

having taken time to llsten to the elders and record thelr storles as they
were told to him and Stella Cook Neff who typed the syllabics-portiot of

the stories.

A special thanks to all the elders of Moose Lake’ who made this sbosklet
possible, especially, Ben Sinclair, Robert Buck, Absolam Patchinose and
Andrew Sanderson for their stories. Cree people everywhere are the bene-

factors, both now and in the future.

The development of this booklet is the result of a cooperative effort
coordinated by the Native Educatiod Brarich, ‘the Crée of Moose Lake and

Dan Ehman of Moose Lake.
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BEN SINCLAIR STORY

I have fished the waters around Moose Lake for 50 years. I would
like to tell you a story about the time I quit fishing. This incident

took place at Trout Island Lake.

Early in the mornlng as T set out, I saw a bear looklng at me from

)the shore. T was on my way to llft my nets. When I finished, I went to

shore where I saw the bear, to throw away my suckers. I threw one llttle
Jackflsh 1nto the bush.

: Suddenly, I heard a rﬁstiing‘in the bush and that bear.cawe ouﬁ.
in the open. He looked at that Jackfish and shook his head, showing
his dieeatisfaction; so I fhrew him a suoker. But agaih he shook hie
heaaﬁas.ifvfo“éay "no". This time I threw him a Whitefish. .Oni§ theh‘:
did he nod his head in agreement. He took that fish into the hﬁsh wiﬁh

him.

But my boat was stuck up on the shore. I couldn't push it away
from the shore. But I guess that bear happened to notice my predicament.
He came back out. Then he pushed my boat for me. I was free from the
shore. As I was leaving, I noticed that bear waving at me. I waved back
at him. I told him that I wouldn't be fishing anymore and that I wouldn't

be able to bring him anymore Whitefish.



Document provided for research and/or personal use.

For further information contact collections@micec.com

PP ?
APAN AP Qe
Ae<= TPANLTeD

VY PONEVE dPAL

oAz Lehb? IPLbrboN oo Ca® 47Prx oA QFJ’
b<PCdede?x VI"AN DL bP <™ 2147 Fe” ﬂ\ Rb%b’

L"b 2Pde<L® V ba<l/ 6" DMa YaCaVa® VAN

Vde VP/CIY ATAN 2PdNalU? AC L6 P77 VPA. N7 AQQ’ 4@? QjAQ

VaAY AP TbA-
da L"b bVA347,

Vdo A\ o P3€

200 ha® NbVx Vo TCU? 94> bVCL? VOV <ot Nba
Pba(jo o TbA~ Vdc = VFDUC\ P Qar ﬂdbc z_

PPV Aalds aWee <N [ PDOE J“ VanC\ PQQF Ndoe®

Vda PD‘ VHV AQLQ N de Qﬂbj\ Vd AN >d qurnﬂdbco Vrpqg\ do

P_oﬁ<}° VHV /\cz.L_
PFFDO) VdC Pb

Pbﬂ\x Vda Aﬂq

4- x Vdc PrVCa® do Poh<ds hb™ Arx Lb UPLU
"N Vdo Lb - of D b "PC? CaPVe AQL’ VdC DP

DL qa L V9 Evaqng Vdo PV Y- Ao gL

ol « Vdc °P>¢JJJH’x Vo ’Pbo<L° da L7 A AN AUHV(G%’

Vdo <o L7k bd

DPC o<PCde ? &

% Vde oC PAe"(CLV2, ’PV Cl<de® - PD‘ .

Jd= PO bVCLN? NN«



Document provided for research and/or personal use.
For further information contact collections@micec.com

THE STORY OF EAST ARM NARROWS

About 25 miles east of Moose Lake is a narrows connecting Moose .
Lake and Front Island Lake. People often go there to fishe There

are many fish in that narrows, especially big Jackfish.

An American doctor has a cabin there and some other buildings.

He has made himself a very nice spot there.

One thing you notice is that the water moves through the narrows .
in different directions.. Some days it flows one way and on another
day it might flow the oppoéite waye The people have a story to explain
why .this happense - - - S . o

One time a big Jackfish lived in the narrows. He was the biggest .
fish in the lake. He considered himself the mightiest creature in .

the worlde He was king over all the fish.

. Living in that same area was a big bull moose. This bull moose
was a grand animal and very proud. He considered himself king.of all

the animalse Often he used to go to the narrows to drink water.

One day as he went for a drink, he spoke to the other animals there.
He told them that he was the greatest animal in the woods. He was king

of all the beasts.
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But the great Jackfish heard hime He became very angry at the words
of the bull moose. So when the moose bent his head to drink water the
Jackfish saw his chance. He rushed at the moose and seized him by the
noses He attempted to drag the moose into the water. But the moose put
up a mighty effort and attempted to back out ‘of the water. He almost
dragged the mighty Jackfish out of the water but again the Jackfish
pulled the moose into the wateres ~Back and forth the strugglé continued.
Each time the Jackfish dragged the moose into thé water, the water would
rise on the shore. As the moose dragged the Jackfish out to the shore,
the ‘water would go down again. All day the mighty creatures struggled

back ard ‘forth and the water continued to move up 2nd down.

At long last, the two kings became tireds Neither oné was & clear
winner, They conceded that they were vé¥y nearly equal in sirength. The

Jackfish agraad’to be King of thé water #hd thé BTl moose would be king

of the foreste

But to this day the water continues to move back and forth through
the narrows; éver sincé it ‘was set in motion by the battle of those two

mighty animals, - Can you bélieve it?
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THE MEDICINE MAN, TWO CLAWS

In the old days people considered Moose Lake the most frightening
or mysterious place. This was because it was the headquarters where all

the medicine men used to meet.

One medicine man was especially powerful. He was named "Two  Claws"

because the nails on his index fingers were much longer than the rest..

One time, ‘this medicine man walked on the water to Shoulderblade
Islands He went to see the monsters who had no noses. These monsters
lived in a lake 'in the very center of Shoulderblade Island. They lived
in the deepest part of the water in this lake. Occasionally, people have
heard these creatures banging away on something under the water. . It

sounded like they were banging stones together.

Only men were able to see Two Claws walk on water. If women looked

at him, he would sink right away.

He learned this secret in a dream. He was told the secret by the
big spider that walks on top of the water. This spider told him that he

could also walk on top of the water, just like him.
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THE STORY OF NORRIS LAKE

Absolam Patchinose

There is a lake in our area here called Norris Lake, or Cow Lake in
Cree. It 1s about 40 miles south east of Moose Lake Settlement on the
other side of Bracken Lake. For some reason, the water in this lake has
a strange taste. Some say it is an oily taste. I know when fire fighters
camped there the time of the big forest fire about 20 years ago, they had

to get their.water from another -lake.

The reason it is called Cow Lake is because long ago, skulls of some

kind of cows were found there. These skulls are most likely the skulls

_of wood buffalo,

-People say that there is a lot of .money to be found there some place.
The story of this money is very interesting. The story was told to me by
an old man and he was told the story by old people when he was young, so

it must have happened very long ago.

. One time, two men came from the United States, north through Grand

. Rapids to Norris Lake. They were fleeing a war in their country. That

war might have been the American Civil War. They pulled all their
belongings on a sleigh. There at Norris Lske, they built themselves

a small cabin and attempted to live there.
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These men were not too experienced with living off the lande They
weren't too well equipped eithere. At times during the winter they would
make their way over to Bracken's Lake. They would meet Moose Lake trappers
over there. They tol a little bit about themselves but mostly they wanted

to buy fishe

One time they noticed a 1little pup at the camp of the Moose Lake
trapperss They wanted to buy that pup for a pet, they saide The trappers
agreed and sold them the pupe The men paid for the pup with money from
a chest they hads The trappers say they had lots of money and gold bars

in that chest.

The trappers suspected that the men really wanted that pup for food.

Anywsy, those™tio mieh’diéd there that winte¥?, either by disease or’
starvation, But no one knows what happéned to that chest of money that
they hade Perhaps it is still there. Cow Lake is an isolated lake where

hardly anyone ever goes.
"Do you want to look for treasure? Maybe you or someone else will

be lucky some day. At any rate, Norris or Cow Lake is a very interesting

place to hike to.”

- 10 -
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THE ORIGIN OF THE WETIGO

Once there was a woman who used to trap way up north. She caught a
great deal of fur. One day the dogs got at her fur and destroyed all of
theme The woman was very upset. She was so depressed that she gradually

became insane. Then she became a Wetigo.

" She flew from the north and landed in Moose Lake. She followed &
light to get.theres She landed on a narrow road. In those days there

was much bush in the settlément and nobody knew she was there.

One day, a medicine. man happened to discover the Wetigoe He saw
her peeking at him as he was looking in the mirror inside his log house.
He went and asked her why she was sitting there. She téld him her story
about - her pelts and the dogs. . Then the medicine man said, "You have to

leave here, because I don't want to kill you".

She.answered, "T will leave, because I see where there is another

light to follow". What she saw was Cedar -Lake,
Where she sat has been seen by meny people in Moose Lake. It is on

the reserve side near the lake. To this day, the ground rémains bare,

Nothing grows there.

- 13 -
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ROBERT BUCK STORY

A long time ago I was lost. That was about thirty-two years ago.
I'm going to tell you the story now, of how hard an experience it was. so
everyone can hear about it and know of ite I was about 14 or 15 at that

time.

I happened to think it would be a good idea to go seneca root digging
that time. So I set oute. Abraham Martin and Archie Martin went witnﬂme,

as well as my brother Andrew Buck.

During the day as we were arriving there, we saw a light shining,
That light was meant for me. This was a sign that something would happen

to one of us.

In the morning we set oute I didn't bring any lunch with me. I
thought the others would bring some. I didn't even take any mat ches.

I only took a 1little {o drink,

The mosquitoes were very bad at this time, and Iﬁdidn’t have any
insect repellent either. 1In spite of the mosquitoes, I didn't feel like
coming back to the,camp_ygt with the others. I remained behind digging.
I thought I would go back later .on even though it was starting to get

darke T anticipated coming out .of the bush towards William's Lake.

- 15 =
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On the way back I missed the trail that the others had used.s That's
where I got loste I started walking towards the muskege I walked on and
on until I came to a small creeke That's where I decided to camp for the

night,

In the morning I seemed to remember that I had heard shots in the

direction from which I had come, but I wasn't really sure. Fate seemed

“to lead me in the direction I was to take and indeed, that's the direction

T went,

The place I had stayed that night was thick with mosquitoes which
attacked and tormented me almost to the point of madness. It wasialso

very chilly during the night.

Well, I crossed that little creek just like thaf., As I s&id, fate
was in control of me, leading me on. I could do rothing but follow its
course. Agaih, I stopped for the night. The experience was 4as the
night before. Again the mosquitoes tonmented me and-started opening
sores on my bodye. My mind was becoming obsessed with how to deal with

the agony caused by the mosquitoes.

As' I again thought of stopping the following night; I thought of
how I could escape the mosquitoes. I café up with an ideas I had no
mosquito repellent but I did have a knife. I made a tiny shelter out:

of willow sticks and grass. There I slepte.

- 16
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When I awoke the next day the sun was already high. I started
off again, walking and walking. I had entered a huge muskeg area
covering hundreds of square miles. Throughout the morning I went
farther and farther. Sometimes I fell through the muskeg as I went.
Al]l this time I had nothing to eat. I yearned for a dry spot to lie
down as I wandered through this muskeg. But there was nothing but
wet land'everywhere. Wherever I sat it was wet. Time and again I had
to sleep on the wet ground Just like that.v I neyer thought that i would
ever have to suffer such experlences. Tt was as if fate was 1ntend1ng

to make me undergo great suffering.

Again I'startedroff the following morning. At.ieast I had eased
the mosquito'problem. I started sleeplng more in the day when the
mosquitoes wereﬁiess. I had become aware of how they appeared more in
tﬁé‘hofniﬁgs‘ahd evenings. I rested up well in the sun then I continued

on and on.

‘At last I came upon a'bééyef dam. ‘It was a very.long dam, between
a half a mile to perhaps armiiewlong; T started crawling aiong this
dam. By the time I got to the other end of it, it was already approaching
dusk. I became keenly aware of hunger pangs. I was unable to find any-
thing to eat because I was always in a wet country. I could find.no

berries. There were not even any muskeg berries there.

- 17 -
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The next morning I had a drink of water. The sixth day of walking
began as I wandered farther and farther. I was becoming delirious.
I thought I could continue for perhaps only two more days before I

would die.

Then I came across a wooded island in the muskeg. I was very happy to
éome acfoss this dry ground at last. I stayed there for awhile. I was
able to dry up my.ciothés properly. I noticed that this island seemed
to border the muskeg. I seemed tq éét my bearings from here. I now
had an idea of how to get back. I wés sure though, that I would die

on the way, when I realized how many days I had come this way.

As I'wgnt along the edge of £his high ground that I had found, I
thought thaf I would:start pfaying. I asked God to give me streﬁgth.and
to get me back once mbre to Moose Lake. I wanted the people to see me and
see that I was well. That is what I asked God. I felt better after
thinking of God. I didp'trpray very often. I used to laugh at prayer

more than I used them. I set off again with higher hopes.

I came across a base line through the bush. I felt I could follow

these surveybr marks back. My hopes were building as I went.

I walked along this way, following the line for three days. I felt

okay, except I could only go a short distance before resting again.
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I was so weak. I shook very much and was getting very thin. I was

'just skin and bones. I shook like a very old man. When I sat down,

I would shake 'so much that T could hardly get up. Once I managed to get
up ‘though, T was able to go on again. I went along in this fashion |

resting after walking for only a short while.

As T was ‘going along this way, I ¢ame across a fairly large river,
towards evening. This Was it, I thought, I can't go any further than

this. I started looking along the shore for a proper place to die there.

Just at that time, I happened to Spdt a céﬁin‘the%e. GooaflI thought.
People will have to come here sometime, 'I'li‘go-aié‘by the door Iithought.
So T went théere. The door was closed secureiy. I didn't ~think I would
have the strength to open it. It was locked with bbérds'and:Spikes: How
can I get in? I thought. I went and sat down there. I begged for God's
help again, for sirength to get into the cabin which was locked so
tightly. Yes, give me the strength to open this door I thought. Then
I got up from there. I had a bit of strength for a mOmént,lénd that was
énough to get-the door open. I fell inside.’ God must be mighty to
give me strength like that. I entered the house. It was as if fate
was now turning around and pointing out things'Which could save mé now.

The worst seemed to be over.
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There was food in that cabine. There was cornmeal there, salt, tea
and sugar but no flour. There was enough there for me to live. .There
were many other kinds of things there too, like traps, snares and such.
I foundﬁgggg_nets thqre too. I sgwrallrthese things, but I couldn't
fakg advantage of them yet. I was much too weake The cornmeal and

other food were my only concern nowe

Even the next day I couldn't do_anything. I just rested about.

Gradually I gained some strength from the cornmeal that I had found.

I felt much better the following morninge. By that time I could

work a little agains I found clothing there; pants, socks and shoess

What was left of my clothes were full of holes, My shoes were hard and

stiff from being yet so much ipﬁth?ﬁmuskeg, All my clothes were in shreds.

That is why the mosquitioes had' beén’ able to get at me so badly.

Trg}y I haglsgfferedﬂgreagiy._”I_ha@ been walking fifteen days
without foods No one believes that. People who are lost aﬁd don't eat
usually die Qefore ten dayse But I had lastgd fifteen days without eating,
and. I had been walking during that time. It is extremely hard to survive
fiftgen days ljge thate I héd fallegngany times before coming to the

cabine But there I gained life from what I found.
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The day after that, when I was starting to feel better, I started
working on the nets. I also went into the bush to set snares. But I
walked as if I was intoxicated. I felt like fainting at times. My
stomach ached from the food I had taken. My throat felt very dry.

After awhile though, I was able to set snares. I didn't set the net yet.

I only concerned myself with the snares, then I rested again.

The next morning after checking my snares, I was able to cook
rabbit. I was greatly revived and strengthened after eating meat. Yes,

indeed, I was starting to really feel alive again.

The following day I was able to get arcund much better. I was
to remain at that cabin for a total of 5 days. Anyway, I started pre=
paring the net. Then I used logs and sticks to build a raft. I had”
nails and an axe. There was also a long length of ¢ord there. T used

the cord to draw my raft back after drifting out into the river to set

my net. Using this technique I was able to get the net set. When I finished

I coiled up the cord and took it back into the cabin with me.

The next morning-I went to check the net. I took a tub with me.
In the net were many goad sized Goldeye. When I got back I cleaned up
the fish, knowing I had lots of salt. Now I was truly alive again.’

That was the last day I would be staying at the -cabin.
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Farly the next morning I started home again, after packing up as
many supplies as I could handle. I travelled along in the same fashion
as before, sleeping at night and travelling by daye. Sometimes I slept

in the daytime when the mosquitoes were too bad at nighte.

When at last I got to William's Lake, I thought of how far it was
vet to get homee It was indeed a long way yet and I didn't really have

that much supplies left by that time. Anyway, there I stayed overnight.

On I continued, sleeping and walkinge BEventually I found an old
camping spot for fishermen but I didn't find anything there to eate As
I continued walking along the shore, I saw a whitefish floating in the
water. I was. already short of food again by this time. I was happy
indeeq'to come across the dead whitefishe I had a little teapail with
me and some salte I had already used up all my teas I still had lots
gf,matcheg that I had taken from the cabin, so I cooked up that whitefish

@hat_had\@rowngd. It was good and tasted okaye It didn't affect me in

. any harmful waye.

Again I started on my way, feeling good that I had eaten and that
I was on my way home. However, by the time I reached the portage from
William's Lake to Davidson Lake, I was having difficulty continuing. I
was so tirede I struggled on towards Davidson Lakee There I found a message

that the police had written. It said, "Robert, if you find this message

- 22 =



Document provided for research and/or personal use.
For further information contact collections@micec.com

don't leave this places Make a big firee. There are some matches for
you to use here", There was also food there, including bannocks I had
been twenty-six days without bannock so I camped theree I didn't feel
like making a large fire (to attract attention like a small forest fire
would) because I was alrighte I knew where I was going now and it would

not be that .much farthere.

In the morning I set out againe I picked up the portage on the
other side of Davidson Lake. There again I.found a message and:some
suppliese On I came to Trout Islande There it was a very scenic and
beautiful places I can remember how nice it looked as I glanced back

at ite.

I decided to set some snares at this places I had brought some

with mes I made a fire and put my pail on ite Then I went to try and

chase the rabbits into my snarese. But I didn't find anything in them.

So I lay down for .awhile, I heéard a boat coming to where my fire was.
They were coming to check on the fire. They were fire wardenss Harry
Sanderson was in the boat accompanied by his son Freddie. "Is that you?
Is that you, Robert?" they said to me. '"Yes, that's me," I answered.
"Oh, that's wonderful!" they said.. "You look okay",. ''How should I look?"
I asked theme "Really skinny!" they answerede I said nothing to that.

I had picked up weight while I was staying those five days at the cabine.
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I had gained weight again.

They brought me from ' there that same evening. We used & § h.p.
engine from there. When we got:to‘where the fishermen were staying
they didn't quite know what to make of me, they were so surprised.

That is where we camped that night.

*" The next morning they took™me hoine from there. We arrived-in Moose

of the psople would be. I was sort of shy t6 go up the shore. T didn't
know what affect my appearance would have on my relatives. Anyway we

went up.

When I’ got there, the reaction was unbelievable. Some cried, some
were happy. All the people of Moose Lake came to see me that day and to
shake my hand. ~Everyone c¢ame to greet me. Many had been praying for me

every night. My friends had become sad from waiting for me.

' Some said ‘that it was no use to pray anymore. T'would never: he
seen again, they sdidiv "He has been lost a long time and it is no use

praying anymore".

When I got back those people were the ones who cried the most, they
were so happy to see me come home; or else they were feeling a little

guilty for what they had told the others.
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The next morning they came to take me to the hospital. While I was
there I don't know how many people came to see me. The room was often
just full of people who were amazed that I had survived 28 days. I was
lost! That is an amazing fact. If it wasn't for staying along the

shore and the trappers who had set out food, I wouldn't te alive.
Many letters came to me. Some had $10.70, $15.C0O and so on.
When I got to Moose Lake they had a big dance. Everyone had a
good time with no fights or trouble of any kind. Everyone was welcome

and everyone in Moose Lake came.

And that is all I have to say about that experiencé.
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HOW BRACKEN'S LAKE GOT IT'S NAME

Long ago, people from Moose Lake used to go to Bracken's Lake to
trap in the winter. In the middle of Bracken's Lake there is a long,

narrow island.

One time a group of people moved to this island to trap. A medicine

man was with them,

One night this medicine man heard the dogs howlings When he went to
investigate, he discovered that a Wetigo was staying on that islande. The

Wetigo said that he would come the following evening and eat them .all up.

The medicine man went to-inform the others. He asked them who would
be willing to wrestle with the Wetigo. Since no one volunteered, the ',
medicine man said he would wrestle the Wetigo himself, . If the Wetigo won,

they would all die.

The following evening the Wetigo came. The medicine man armed himself
with his axe. As the Wetigo approached their camp he gave a huge shout.
All the people fainted with fright except the medicine man. He threw
himself at the Wetigo and fought hime The Wetigo threw him up in the air
several times. Finally, the medicine man got in a lucky blow with his
axe. He hit the Wetigo on the head and wounded him. He continued hitting

the Wetigo all over his body with his axe. At last the Wetigo was dead.

The medicine man's last name was Bracken. That's why the lake is
called Bracken's Lake in Englishe In Cree it is called Wetigo or Devilman's
Lakee.
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THE ANDREW SANDERSON STORY

In 1910 I was living with my parents.. I remember seeing my Grand-
father Joseph Spence at that time. I considered myself very lucky to have
seen while he was still alive. When I was 1}, I started workihg at Grand
Rapids. I lived there for some time. Then I left Grand Rapids by boat

arid wetit to Lake Winnipeg, Norway House' and Black River. Those people

' there didn't have very many thiﬁg"s like we did. "Théy hardly had ‘zny tools
‘of any sort. The main thing they had Was a chimney or fireplace. They

- didn't hdve any lamps or ‘stoves. ~The fireplace that they had stood in”one

(orner. From there they got light and did théir cooking.

Thete ‘on Lake Winnipeg was an island. It was called Black Island.
I stopped there and met the people and saw how they llved. These people
didn't ever pray, as religion was unknown to them. There I saw a certain
dance.  This ‘darce was called the Give-Away dafice. Also T saw afother
ritual there. "This'Cefehbhj“%as;dalléd'ﬁhé visién d;{encountéfiﬁg&teﬁt}'ﬁ

This ‘took place 'in ‘a tent. "

" The Give-Away dahce that these pecple had was divided into two areas.
The first area had a fence all ‘around.  Four élders sat in a circle there.
They represented the Tour directions. One was north, thé others south,

another wds edst and the last one was west. There 4156 was a drum there

**1in the middle. "The ground in the Gther area was very hard and white. That

is whére they daficed. Those four men in the enclosure beat the drum.
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Sor:e other people danced in the other area. The rest of the,people ghanted

or watched from beyond this area.

__The Qpher dance_thgt_;_sawrwagrthg vigion dance. A teepee was set up
in the dancing:apgﬁ,. Bg}es:were put uplall around itf The tent was set up
in such a way that thergswas”no_doqr, only an ppening_at_the top. Bells were
hpmg all argupd,the tggygef: Thgphgpe man got_up. He wore ley_a_b;ack head-
band and trousers. Zﬂgflookgd”ju§t like he was gpigg;fqr,a_swim¢ The people
sitting around watched and waited. That man had cigarettes. He cut the
cigéféttesiipto §ectign§“so‘thﬁp,gagh_geg§9n_qpulq Qg S}Y@nu§w§ﬂ936' Then

everyone started smoking.

Sultenly thb pan cam¥ to the teepse. This time he had on only his
black"headband afid a‘blanket. _gé”ﬁéﬁfno other clothes on beneath that
blanket. He starteé running around that teepee. . He ran agoundlit twice.
Suddenly he was inside the teepee. No one could see how he got inside
that tént since there was no opening. They contimed smoking calmly.
pgripg this time the bells had been ringing steadily. Now there was
silence. Whilg:tgig was happenipg, the man was already inside the teepee.

The vision or encounter was beginning. Suddenly different kinds of ani-

mal cries could be heard coming from inside the teepee, like wolves, coyotes,

1ymx and other different bird cries. Then that man inside the teepee an-

nounced that we would bring a man here that they wanted to see.
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That man that they wanted lived at Rabbit Point. His name was Alex
Fisher. That man had done some harm to a girl from this island. They sent
one man to go get that man that had done wrong. Then the bells started

ringing again and the messenger man was no longer there.

I saw everything; so I know that all'this is true. 'Well,.the man-
said to think about this person who had been sent to get: Alex Fisher. -
He said they should dance to hurry the journey along. So the men started
beating the drums. - Suddenly they heard soimeorié inside the wvision tent.
The man that had left was already back. Soon after, the tent and the -
bells started shaking violently. They shook so much that that man told
the person inside, ™now, now, take it easy my friend": Then silence
again. Then we heard the voice of that man named Alex Fisher. He said,
"Why have I been aroused from my sleep?" Then the other man inside the
teepee said, "You will know in a short time. Do you know that you did
some harm to a child from here?" Alex Fisher then said that he meant
no harm to the child. He only wanted to play a trick on her. Then the
other man spoke and said, "that was no trick you did. You have harmed
the child. I will keep you here until the child is better. I won't let
you go till then". "You know I have seven children myself" said Alex
Fisher. Then the man inside the teepee said, "Yes I know that you have

seven children of your own. I am amazed that you would do this to someone

- 37 =



Document provided for research and/or personal use.
For further information contact collections@micec.com

else's child. But I will let you go now, because that child will be

‘better ‘before the end of a month".

They took that tent down the following morning., Alex Fisher was
allowed to go free. Nothing was done to him and before a month, that
girl's eyes wer cured. She was cured by another person who was not even
there at. the: time.

.- That encountering tent was used to punish or warn people. about

things they might do wrong.

And that's the end of my story.
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