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FORWARD 

This collection of Cree Stories has been prepared for students of the 

Cree language in schools, and community educa-tion programs•, and for 'any 

people who wish to read them for interest sake. 

These stories have been told over the decades by the Todian·Ertf.ers:'-0f 

Moose Lake, Manitoba, and surrounding areas and have prompted great interest 

among the people who have heard the stories. 

We thank Dan Ehman, a Cree scholar a...-id teacher at Moos� Lake,_ for 

having taken time to listen to the elders and record their stories as they 

were told to him and Stella Cook Neff who typed the syllabics portion hf 

the stories. 

A special thanks to all the elders of Moose Lake who made tru.s';bookl.et 

possible, especially, Ben Sinclair, Robert Buck, Absolam Patchinose and 

Andrew Sanderson for their stories. Cree people everywhere are the bene

factors, both now and in the future. 

The development of this booklet is the result of a cooperative effort 

coordinated by the Native Educa'tiori Braridh, ·the Gree of Moose Lake and 

Dan Ehman of Moose Lake. 

(ii)
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BEN SINCLAIR STORY 

I have fished the waters around Moose Lake for 50 years. I would 

like to tell you a story about the time I quit fishing. This incident 

took place at Trout Island Lake. 

Early in the morning as I set out, I saw a bear looking at me from 

'the shore. I was on my way to lift my nets. When I finished, I went to 

shore where I saw the bear, to throw away my suckers. I threw one little 

Jackfis'h ,  into the bush. 

Suddenly, I heard a rustling in the bush and that bear came out 

in the open. He looked at that Jackfish and shook his head, showing 

his dissatisfaction; so I threw him a sucker. But again he shook his 

head as if to say "no". This time I threw him a Whitefish. Only then 

did he nod his head in agreement. He took that fish into the bush with 

him. 

But my boat was stuck up on the shore. I couldn't push it away 

from the shore. But I guess that bear happened to notice my predicament. 

He came back out. Then he pushed my boat for me. I was free from the 

shore. As I was leaving, I noticed that bear waving at me. I waved back 

at him. I told him that I wouldn't be fishing anymore and that I wouldn't 

be able to bring him anymore Whitefish. 
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THE STORY.OF EAST ARM NARROWS 

About 25 miles east of Moose Lake is a narrows connecting Moose 

Lake and Front Island Lake, People often go there to .fish. There 

are .many fish jn thstt narrows, es.pecially big Jackfish. 

An American doctor has a cabin there and some other buildipgs. 

He has made himself a very nice spot there. 

Qne thing you notice is that the water m.oy,es through the narr9ws 

in different di:,ections. Some days it fl.ows one way and on another 

day it might flow the opposite way, The people have a story to explain 

why .this happens. 

One time a big Jackfish lived in tl:)e narrows. He was the bigge,�t 

fish in the lake. He considered himself the mightiest creatur.e in 

the world. He was king over all the fish. 

I,iving in that s1l!lle area was a big bull moose, This b.ull moose 

was a grand animal and very proud. He considered .. him9elf kipg ;of all

the animals. Often he used to go to the narrows to drink water, 

One day as he went for a drin.�, he spoke to the other animals there, 

He told them that he was the greatest animal in the woods, He was king 

of all the beasts. 
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But the great Jackfi.sh heard him. He became very angry at the words 

of the bull moose. So when the moose bent his head to drink water the 

Jackfish saw his chance. He rushed at the moose a'1d seized him by the 

nose. He attempted to drag the moose into the water. But the moose put 

up a mighty effort and attempted to back out of the water. He almost 

dragged the mighty Jackfish out of the water but again the Jackfish 

pulled the moose into the water, • Back and forth the struggl.e continued. 

Each ti.me the Jackfi.sh dragged the moose into the water, the water would 

rise on the shore. As the moose dragged the Jackfi.sh out to the sho�e, 

the Water wou:ld go down again. All day the mighty creatures struggled 

back aricl 'fo·rth arid the water continued to mbve up -and down,· 

At long last, the two kings became tired. Neither one was a clea.r 

winner. They conceded tnat they were very nearly equal in strength. The 

Jackfi.sh agieed to be kiri'g di th<� wa.t'eP'';roid the 'bi.i11 lll0()S6 would be king 

of the forest. 

But to this day the water continues to move back and forth through 

the narrows, eve!' since it was set i.n motion by the battle of those two 

mighty animals. Can you believe it? 
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THE MEDICINE MAN, TWO CLAWS 

In the old days people considered Moose Lake the most frightening 

or mysterious place. This was because it was the headquarters where all 

the medicine men used to meet. 

One medicine man was especially powerful. He was named "Two-Claws" 

because the nails on his index fingers were much longer than the rest. 

One time, this medicine man walked on the water to Shoulderblade 

Island. He went to see the monsters who had no noses. These monsters 

lived in a lake in the very center of Shoulderblade Island. They lived 

in the deepest part of the water in this lake. Occasionally, people have 

heard these creatures banging away on something under the water. It 

sounded like they were banging stones together. 

Only men were able to see Two Claws walk on water. If women looked 

at him, he would sink right away. 

He learned this secret in a dream. He was told the secret by the 

big spider that walks on top of the water. This spider told him that he 

could also walk on top of the water, just like him. 
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THE STORY OF NORRIS LAKE 

Absolam Patchinose

There is a lake in our area h,ere called Norris Lake, or Cow Lake in 

Cree. It is about 40 miles south east of Moose Lake Settlement on the 

other side of Bracken Lake. For some reason, the water in this lake has 

a strange taste. Some _say it is an oily taste. I know wheil. fire fighters 

c8J!lpeg there the time of the big forest fire about ;20 years ago, they had 

to get their ,water from another. lake.

The reason it is called Cow Lake is because long ago, . skulls ,of some

kind of cows were found there. These skulls are most likely the skulls 

.of wood buffalo. 

People say that there is a lot of ,111oney to be found there .!'1011]6 place. 

The story of this money is very interesting. The story was told t2 .m$ by 

an old man and he was t_old the story by old people when .he was young, so 

it must have happened very long ago, 

Orie time, two men ca111e from the United Stat,;,s, north t):)rough Grand 

Rapids to Norris Lake. They were fl<;leing a war in their country. That 

war might have been the American Civil War. They pulled all their 

belongings on a sleigh. There at Norris Lake, they built themselves 

a small cabin and attempted to live there. 
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These men were not too experienced with living off the land. They 

weren't too well equipped either. At times during the winter they would 

make their way over to Bracken's Lake, They would meet Moose Lake trappers 

over there. They tol a little bit about themselves but mostly they wanted 

to buy fish. 

One time they noticed a little pup at the camp of the Moose Lake 

trappers. They wanted to buy that pup for a pet, they said. The trappers 

agreed and sold them the pup. The men paid for the pup with money from 

a chest they had, The trappers say they had lots of money and gold bars 

in that chest. 

The trappers suspected that the men really wanted that pup for food. 

Anyway, those'itwo riien "died there that winter� either .by disease or 

starvation, l3ut no one knows what happened to that chest of money that 

they had. Perhaps it is still there. Cow Lake is an isolated lake where 

hardly anyone ever goes, 

Do you want to look for treasure? Maybe you or someone else will 

be lucky some day. At any rate, Norris or Cow Lake is a very.interesting 

place to hike to. 
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v'P6•..oU<lCV•r', V'lb0 <JrJrn P<l•<l<l•' v'dC bP<Vrr' J?�brbo-' 60-

60-<l•'• 'i7P6•..oU<lCV•r' <la. <JrJrn, v'P'Uo-Lr' <la. <JrJr n v'P6• 6-,,o-lr' 

Pn<l•'• Pn<J<l•' <lcr br <JrJr� ?cr'7� VP bna.r' ,nnd<l•, br, ,ncr 

?o-'7� v'b 6•�<l?o-'7� P<l'7' <lo-L rnnd<ln' PCrJ<l•' <lo-P b<l•o-9<l•'• 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE WETIGO 

Once there was a woman who used to trap way up north. She caught a 

great deal of fur. One day the dogs got at her fur and destroyed all of 

them. The woman was very upset. She was so depressed that she gradually 

became insane. Then she became a Wetigo. 

She flew from the north and landed in Moose Lake. She followed a 

light to get there, She landed on a narrow road. In those days there 

was much bush in the settlement and nobody knew she was there. 

One day, a medicine man happened to discover the Wetigo. He saw 

her peeking at h:iJn as he was looking in the mirror in$ide his log house. 

He went and asked her why she was sitting there. She told him her story 

about her pelts and the dogs, Then the medicine man said, "You have to 

leave here, because I don't want to kill you". 

She answered, "I will leave, because I see where there is another 

light to follow". What she saw was Cedar Lake. 

Where she sat has been seen by many people in Moose Lake. It is ori 

the reserve side near the lake. To this day, the ground remains bare, 

Nothing grows there, 
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V7b 0 VA•<IrJ<I•' 4n9o VP <l•a-9/ <l•.o Ar' P�n.o'• bV• n' Pbrn� 0 

r1/ /\r'P<l >dAUi'-b'x Vda- Lb V�' Pr'b 0 <JnL' Pr'd/\Cl' <la- <JCS. Vda

bPa.0 P'r'a.rV•<l•'• Vdcr Lb <le. 6"9 ° PPr'<l•r' 0 • bV•".' PdC9&J Vdcr 

u� P<ln p n9.c,.o 
x Vdcr PA• 1A•<cr0 

x Vdcr Lb <I<!• ·A•nd P/\Lr' 0 P�n.o' 
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Prnb7° t>P A•/\d<lx P<I•<7° <Ia. L"PPA•a- 0 VPJC<�d/x ld- t>L <Ia. 

• L nPPA•a-0 Vb.o<C' <la-la-0 <l•<J' Ar VdCcl><l•"brba-'x. Vda- <l<l• ·

L"PPA•a-0 P'U b9r7° Ca-9 t>L VdC 6 t>r <1/\cr-:'x Vda- <!<I• 6•nd

P<lrJ"C7° <le, L nppt,o'° C'r' t>L VP n<·crd.,, t>G:CS. VPr'd/\nr/. <InL' t>L

V.P)Cd/;. 'vda- <!<I• L"PPA•d-0 PU'° Cr'W�' t>C t>r .<I"" >d' Ca-<r-C' 

Vb J- Vdr' a-.oUAJU' x Vd" Vb A• C\d AU? CV Lb crA•r'VC> Ac. 

r\<l•- cr<I•<U' dC' V<l•nU' C/\rn\L'x Vdcr L t>L bP<l•<C' <l<Yl 

V<l• nU"' Ar'crbU0 rr'<A•"nd'x Vdcr Lb t>L AC bP<l/\( <l<l• A•nd P 

<l•<rbU 0 bV•"' Pr1n<l•' llcrcrS.' Jr:'\br'bcr' t>r bP <I•<CP.' t>L t>C 

bP<l;\"/" Vda- Lb t>L .6C bP<IS. .,, VdC t>L A ndcrbcr' Pr'<l•' VdC Ar' 

\br'bo-' x PS./\- <l.o- t>L <lcrL <l"P J- 9d:' O"Cr'P' VdCx ·· Vb re. 

bV•n' V <"6' VdC x Vda- Lb b t>r A"<cr'- VdC t>L A•nd VP<JS./ x 

Vda-x 
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ROBERT BUCK STORY 

A long time ago I was lost. That was about thirty-two years ago. 

I ' m  going to tell you the story now, of how hard an experience it was. so 

everyone can hear about it and know of it. I was about 14 or 15  at that 

time. 

I happened to think it would be a good idea to go seneca root digging 

that time. So I set out. Abraham Martin and Archie Martin went wit� me, 

as well as my brother Andrew Buck. 

Dlring the day as we were arriving there, .we saw a light shining. 

That light was meant for me. This was a sign that something would happen 

to one of us . 

In the morning we set out. I didn't bring any lunch with me. I 

thought the others would bring some. I didn't even take any matcJi.es. 

I only took a litt_le to drink .• 

The mosquitoes were very bad at this time , and I didn • t  have any 

insect repellent either. In spite of the mosquitoes, I didn't feel like 

com:j,ng back to the camp y,:,t with the others, I remained behind digging. 

I thought I woµ,ld go back later on ev".n though it was sta,;ting to get 

dark. I anticipated coming out of the bt1sh towards William's Lake, 
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On the way back I missed the trail that the others had used. That's 

where I got lost. I started walking towards the muskeg. I walked on and 

on until I came to a small creek. That's where I decided to camp for the 

night. 

In the morning I seemed to remember that I had heard shots in the 

direction from which I had come , but I wasn't really sure. Fate seemed 

tci iead me in the direction I was to take and indeed, that ' s  the direction 

I went� 

The place I had stayed that night was thick with mosquitoes which 

attacked and tormented me almost to the poirit of madness. It was ' also 

very chilly during the night. 

Well, I crossed that little creek just like that'. As I said, fate 

was in control of me , leading me on. I could do nothing but follow its 

course. Again, I stopped for the night. The experience was as the 

night before. Again the mosquitoes tormented me arid started opening 

sores on my body. My mind was becoming obsessed with how to deal with 

the agony caused by the mosquitoes. 

As I again thought of stopping the following night f I thought of 

how I could escape the mosquitoes. I came Up with ah idea. I had -no 

mosquito repellent but I did have a knife. I made a tiny shelter out 

of willow sticks and grass. There I slept. 
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When I awoke the next day the sun was already high .  I started 

off again , walking and walking . I had entered a huge muskeg area 

covering hundreds of square miles . Throughout the morning I went 

farther and farther . Sometimes I fell through the muskeg as I went . 

All this time I had nothing to eat . I yearned for a dry spot to lie 

down as I wandered through this muskeg . But there was nothing but 

wet land everywhere . Wherever I sat it was wet . Time and again I had 

to sleep on the wet ground just like that . I never thought that I would 

ever have to suffer such experiences . It was as if fate was intending 

to make me undergo great suffering. 

Again I started off the following morning . At least I had eased 

the mosquito problem . I started sleeping more in the day when the 

mosquitoes ioi'ere less . I had become aware of how they appeared more in 

the inorru.rigs and evenings . I rested up well in the sun then I continued 

on and on . 

At la.st I came upon a beaver dam. It was a very long dam ,  between 

a half a mile to perhaps a miie long . I started crawling along this 

dam ,  By the time I got to the other end of it , it was already approaching 

dusk, I became keenly aware of hunger pangs . I was unable to find any

thing to eat because I was always in a wet country. I could find no 

berries . There were not even any muskeg berries there . 
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The next morning I had a drink of  water . The sixth day of walking 

began as I wandered farther and farther, I was becoming delirious . 

I thought I could continue for perhaps only two more days before I 

would die . 

Then I came across a wooded island in the muskeg. I was very happy to 

come across this dry ground at last . I stayed there for awhile. I was 

able to dry up my clothes properly. I noticed that this island seemed 

to border the muskeg. I seemed to get my bearings from here . I now 

had an idea of  how to get back . I was sure though, that I would die 

on the way, when I realized how many days I had come this way . 

As I went along the edge o f  this high ground that I had found , I 
·,,�. 

thought that I would start praying . I asked God to give me strength .and

to get me back once more to Moose Lake . I wanted the people to· see me and

see that I was well . That is what I asked God. I felt better after

thinking of  God .  I didn ' t  pray very often . I used to laugh at prayer

more than I used them , I set off again with higher hopes .

I came across a base line through the bush . I felt I could follow 

these surveyor marks back . My hopes were building as I w�nt . 

I walked along this way , following the line for three days . I felt 

okay , except I could only go a short distance before resting again . 
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I was so weak. I shook very much and was getting very thin. I was 

just skiri and bones.  I shook like a very old man. 

I would shake so much that I could hardly get up. 

When I sat down, 

Once I managed to get 

up though , I was able to go on again . I went along in this fashion -

resting after walking for only a short while . 

As I was going along this way, I came across a fairly large river, 

towards evening , This was it , I thought, -I can ' t  go any further than 

this , I started looking along the shore for a proper place to die there. 

Just at that time , I happened to spot a cabin there. Good ! I thought . 

People will have· to come here sometime, I '  11 go di� by the door I thought . 

So I went there. The door was ciosed secureiy. I didn ' t  chink I would 

have the strength to open it . It was locked with boards and spikes . How 

can I get in? I thought . I went and sat down there , I begged for God ' s  

help again , for strength to get into the cabin which was locked so 

tightly . Yes, give me the strength to open this door I thought . Then 

I got up from there� I had a bit of strength for a moment, and that was 

enough to get the door open. I fell inside'," God must be mighty to 

give me strength like that. I entered the house . It was as if fate 

was now turning around and pointing out things which could save me now. 

The worst seemed to be over . 
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There was food in that cabin. There was cornmeal there, salt , tea 

and sugar but no flour. There was enough t.here for me to live. .There 

were many other kinds of things there too, like traps , snares and such. 
, ·  

I found som� nets there too. I saw all these things , but I couldn't  

ta.�e adv1;1I1tage of t_hem yet . I was much too we.ak. The cornmeal and 

other food were my only co_ncE!rn !")ow. 

Even the next day I could!} •t  do anything. I just re_sted about . 

Gradually I gained some strength frpm the .cornmeal that I h;i.d found. 

I felt much better the following morning. By that time I could 

work a little again. I found clothing ther.e ; pant s ,  s_ocks and shoes. 

What was left of my clothes were full of holes . My shoes were hard and 

stiff from being i,,et so much :i.r\ t):le, muskeg. All my cloth.es we:re in shreds. 

That is why_ the mpsqui'.t'oes h_;i.d1 bein able to get at me so badly. 

Tru}y I had suffered great_ly. I had be.en walking fifteen days 

without food, No one believes that , People wh.o are lost and don ' t  eat 

usually die before ten days. But I had last_ed fifteen days without eating, 

and I had been walking during tl1at time. It i,s extremely hard to survive 

fifteen days l:i,ke that. I had fallen many times before ,coming to the

cabin. But there I gained life from what I found. 
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The day after that , when I was starting to feel better , I started 

working on the nets .  I also went into the bush to set snares. But I 

walked as if I was intoxicated . I felt like fainting at times. My 

stomach ached from the food I had taken. My throat felt very dry. 

After awhile though , I was able to set snares . I didn't set the net yet . 

I only concerned myself with the snares, then I rested again. 

The next morning after checking my snares ,  I was able to cook 

rabbit. I was greatly revived and strengthened after eating meat . Yes , 

indeed, I was starting to really feel ali,ie again . 

The following day I was able to get around much better. I was 

to remain at that cabin for a total of 5 days , Anyway, .I started pre� 

paring the net . Then I used logs and sticks to build a raft. I had 

nails and an axe. There was also a long length of cord there. I used 

the cord to draw my raft back after drifting out into the river to set 

my net. Using this technique I was able to get the net set . When I finished 

I coiled up the cord and took it back into the cabin with me. 

The next morning I went to check the net. I took a tub with "'me. 

In the net were many goad sized Goldeye. When I got back I cleaned up 

the fish, knowing I had lots of salt. Now I was truly alive again . "  

That was the last day I would be staying at the cabin. 
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Early the next morning I started home again, after packing up as 

many supplies as I could handle. I travelled along in the same fashion 

as before, sleeping at night and travelling by day. Sometimes I slept 

in the daytime when the mosquitoes were too bad at night. 

When at last I got to William ' s  Lake 
I 

I thought of how far it was 

yet to get hom.e. It was indeed a long way yet and I didn 't  really have 

that much supplies left by that time. Anyway, there I stayed overnight. 

On I continued, sleeping and walking. Eventually I found an old 

camping spot for fishermen but I didn 't  find anything there to eat. As 

I continued walking along the shore, I saw a whitefish floating in the 

water. I was already short of foo,d again by this time. I was happy 

indeed' to come across the dead whitefish. I had a little teapail with 

me and some salt. I had already used up all my tea. I still had lots 

of matche:a that I had taken from the cabin, so I cooked up that whitefish 

that had drowned. It was good and tasted okay. It .didn 't  affect me in 

any harmful way. 

Again I started on my way, feeling good that I had eaten and that 

I was on my way home. However, by the time I reached the portage from 

William ' s  Lake to Davidson Lake, I was having difficulty continuing. I 

was so tired. I struggled on towards Davidson Lake. There I found a message

that the police had written. It said, "Robert ,  if you find this message 
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don ' t  leave this place. Make a big fire. There are some matches for 

you to use here". There was also food there, including bannocl,. I had 

been twenty-six days without bannock so I camped there. I didn • t  feel 

like making a large fire ( to attract attention like a .small forest fire 

would) because I was alright. I knew where I was go�ng now and it would 

not be that much farther. 

In the morning I set out again. I picked up the portage on the 

other side of Dayidson Lake. TheI'e again r found a message. and: some 

supplies. On I came to Trout Island. There it was a very s�enic and 

beautiful. place. I can remember how nice it looted as. I glanced J;,ack 

at it. 

I decided to set some snares at this place. I had brought some 

with me. I made a fire and put my pail on it. Then I went to try and 

chase the rabbits into my snares. But I didn't find anything :iJ1 them. 

So I lay ,down for awhile. I heard. a boat .coming to. wher.e my fire w_as. 

They were coming to check on the fir<3. They were fire wardens. Harry 

Sanderson was in the boat accompanied by his son Freddie. "Is that you? 

Is that you, .Robert?" they said to me. •�es., that'.:. me, 11 I answered. 

"Oh, that 's  wonderful ! "  they said. 11You look okay0• ''How should I :Look?" 

I asked them. "Really skinny ! "  they answered. I sai,d nothing to  that. 

I had picked up weight while I wa.s staying those five days at the cabin. 
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I had gained weight again . 

They brought me from there that same evening, We used a 5 h . p .  

engine from there . When w e  got ' to where the fishermen were staying 

they didn 't  quite !mow what to make of  me , they were so surprised . 

That is where we camped that night . 

The next morning they took' nie honie from there . We arrived ,in Moose 

Lake around 10:00 o ' clock iri 'the morning. I wondered what the reaction 

Of the People would bi
i
. I was sort of  shy ,:;Q go up the shore . I didn I t

know what affect my appearance would have on my relatives . Anyway we 

went up . 

When I g6t there', the reaction was unbeliev'ii.ble . Some cried, some 

were happy. All the people of Moose Lake came to see me that day and to 

shake my hand, • Everyone came to greet me . Many had been praying for me 

every night . My friends had become sad from waiting for me . 

• Some said ·tha't it was ho use· to pray anymore . I would never he

seen again, they said .  "He has been lost a long time and it is no use 

praying anymcire" .  

When I got back those people were the ones who cried the most , they 

were so happy to see me come home ; or else they were feeling a little 

guilty for what they had told the others . 
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The next morning they came to take me to the hospital . While I was 

there I don ' t  know how many people came to see me. The room was often 

just full of people who were amazed that I had survived 28 days . I was 

lost ! That is an amazing fact. If it wasn ' t  for staying along the 

shore and the trappers who had set out food ,  I wouldn ' t  te alive . 

Many letters came to me . Some had $10 . '.'0 ,  $15 ,CO and so on,  

When I got to Moose Lake they had a big dance , Everyone had a 

good time with no fights or trouble of  any kind, Everyone was welcome 

and everyone in Moose Lake came, 

And that is all I have to say about that experience , 
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<ILl• a.' • 'vda- 'vdC <A1Aa-' VP "bVr' Vr' b r'<l •'  x 'vd_C <Vir'a-' bVC<l•' x 
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HOW BRACKEN ' S  LAKE GOT IT ' S  NAME 

Long ago, people from Moose Lake used to go to Bracken ' s  Lake to 

trap in the winter, In the middle of Bracken ' s  Lake there is a long, 

narrow island, 

One time a group of people moved to this island to trap, A medicine 

man was with them, 

One night tj'lis medicine man heard the dogs howling, When .he went to 

investigate, he discovered that a Wetigo was staying on that island, 'I'he 

Wetigo said t.hat he would come the following evening and eat them all up. 

The medicine man went to inform the others, He asked them who would 

be willing to wrestle with the Wetigo, Since no one volunteered, the 

medicine man said he would wrestle the Wetigo himself, If the Wetigo won, 

they would all die, 

The following evening the Wetigo came. The medicine man .armed himself 

with his axe. As the Wetigo approached their camp he gave a huge shout .• 

All the people fainted with fright except the me.dicine man, He threw 

himself at the Wetigo and fought him, The Wetigo threw him up in the air 

several times, Finally, the medicine man got in a luckY blow with his 

axe. He hit the Wetigo on the head and wounded him, He continued hitting 

the Wetigo all over his body with his axe. At last the Wetigo was dead, 

The medicine man ' s last name was Bracken, That ' s  why the lake is 

called Bracken ' s  Lake in English, In Cree it is called Wetigo or Devilrnan ' s  

Lake. 
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THE ANDREW SANDERSON STORY 

In 1910 I was living with my parents . . I remember seeing my Grand

father Joseph Spence at that time . I considered myself very lucky to have 

seen while he was still alive. When I wa·s 14, I started working at Grand 

Rapids , I lived there for some time . Then I left Grand Rapids by boat 

arid went to take Winnipeg , Norway House and Black River. Those people 
. . 

there didn't have very many things like we did. • They hai'dly had any tools 

of any sort . The main' 'thing they had was a: thimney "or fireplice . They 

didn't have any lamps or ·stoves . The fireplace that they had stood in orie 

corner . From there they got light arid did thi:i.� ctioking. 

There on Lake Winnipeg wa:s an island. It was ·called Black Island. 

I stopped there and met the people and saw how they lived. These p�opl� • 

didn ' t  ever pray, as religion was unknown to them . There I aaw a certain 

dance.  This dance was called the Give-'Awa y da:hce. Also I saw another 

ritual there . • This ceremony ·was ca:lled the vis'i'on or 'encountering tent . 

This took place ·in a tent . 

The Give-"Away dance that these pedpie had was divided ihto two areas. 

The first area had a fence all arbund . • Four elders sat ·in a circle there. 

They represented the four directions . Orie was north, the others south, 

another was east and the last one was west . There a.l�ci was a drum there 

•• •• iil the middle . •. The ground in the other area was vety hard and white; That

is where they danced, Those four men in the enclosure beat the clrUm ,

- 35 -

D
oc

um
en

t p
ro

vi
de

d 
fo

r r
es

ea
rc

h 
an

d/
or

 p
er

so
na

l u
se

. 
Fo

r f
ur

th
er

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

co
nt

ac
t c

ol
le

ct
io

ns
@

m
ic

ec
.c

om
 

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**

**
**



Sorr,e other people danced in the other area , The rest of the people chanted 

or watched from beyo;id this area , 

The other dance that I saw was the vision dance .  A teepee was set up 

in the dancing area . Poles were put up all around it. The, tent was set up 

in such a way th.at tpere was no doo.r , only an opening at the top. BB11s .were 

hung all around the teepee, . Then one man .got µp , He wore oµly a black head

band and trousers . 1-!e :Looked just like he was going for a swim, The people 

sitting around watched and waited , That mru1 had cigarettes . He cut the 

cigarettes into ,sectio_ns. so that. ea.ch per?pn .could be 12:ven , .a smoke , Then

everyone s.tarted smokiqg ,  

S1-igdE:riJ.y tha't man c��· to the teepee . This t.;ime he, had on or:ly his 

black' heaabati1:l and a: blai;iket . He' hail' no other clothes on. beneath that 

blanket , He started running around that teepee. _ He ran around, it twice, 

Suddenly he was inside the teepee , No one could see how he got inside 

that tent ,iince there was no opeaj,ng , They continued smo)c:Lng calmly. 

During t.hi.s time the belJs ha,d been ringing steadily. Now there .was 

silence . While thi;i was happenip-g, the man was already inside the teepee . 

The vision or epsounter was beginning .  Suddenl�- diffe.rent .ld.nds of ani-. , .  ' _ ;,' ''.' .

mal cries could be he(lrd coming fro111 inside the teepee, like wolves, coyotes, 

lynx and other different bird cries . Then that man inside the teepee an-

nounced that we would bring a man here that they want.ed to see, 
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That man that they wanted lived at Rabbit Point. His name was Alex 

Fisher, That man had done some harm to a girl from this island, They sent 

one man to go get that man that had done wrong, Then the bells started 

ringing again and the messenger· man was no longer there, 

I saw everything, so I know that all this is true, Well, . the man 

said to think about this person who had been sent to get0 Aiex Fisher. 

He said they should dance to hurry the journey along, So the men started 

beating the drums, SUddenly they heard soineone inside the visibn tent. 

The man that had left was already back, Soon &fter , the tent and the 

bells started shaking violently. They shook so much that that man told 

the person inside, "now, now, take it easy iny friend", Then silence 

again , Then we heard the voice of that man named Alex Fisher , He said, 

"Why have I been aroused from my sleep?" Then the other man inside the 

teepee said, "You will know in a short time, Do you know that you did 

some harm to a child from here?" Alex Fisher then said that he mea."lt 

no ha.rm to the child. He only wanted to play a trick on her. Then the 

other man spoke and said , "that was no tl·ick you did, You have harmed 

the child , I will keep you here until the child is better. I won't let 

you go till then". "You know I have seven children myself" said Alex 

Fisher , Then the man inside the teepee said, "Yes I know that you have 

seven children of your own, I am amazed that you would do this to someone 
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else ' s child. But I will let you go now, because that child will be 

better before the end of a month". 

They took that tent down the following morning. Alex Fisher was 

allowed to go free. Nothing was done to him and before a month, that 

girl ' s  eyes w.er cured. She was cured by another person who was not even 

there. at. j:,he time. 

That encounteririg tE?ni;, was use,;i to punish or warri people ab.out 

thirigs they might do wrorig, 
. . .  , ,_ - · . . . , . . .  . . 

And that l s  the e.nd of my story. 
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